44                               DELESSEPS
'Though often challenged, as soon as his identity was
disclosed he was free from molestation.
At Madrid the new minister was no sooner installed
at his Embassy than he found himself again involved
In situations which had nothing to do with his official
capacity. He could never resist the appeals of those
who came to him in deep trouble and distress, if by
any means he could assist them.
He was called up in the middle of the night, and
told that a lady heavily veiled, who would give no
name, was waiting to see him in his study.    Greatly
wondering, De Lesseps came down, and as soon as the
lady had lowered her veil he recognised her as the
wife of General Moreno de las Peiias.    It transpired
that two regiments had mutinied in Madrid, and some
loss of life had been occasioned before their resistance
had been overcome by the forces of Marshal Narvaez,
Dule of Valencia.    Subsequently, General Moreno had
been denounced as their leader by the captured ser-
geants of the mutinous regiments, and accordingly a
court-martial had been held and Moreno had been
sentenced to be shot within twenty-four hours in the
event of his being taken.    He was now in hiding, and
his wife had come to beseech the French Minister to
assist her husband to escape, as he had been able to do
on a previous occasion at Barcelona.    De Lesseps urged
that conditions were now very different, but after some
consideration he agreed to do his best.   In the morn-
ing he went to see Marshal Narvaez, and told him his
mission.    The Marshal was actually greatly relieved
at the prospect of escaping from an unpleasant duty,
Moreno had been his companion in arms, and he had